[image: ]2009 Maine Morgan Youth of the Year Contest
July 1-3, 2009
Mrs. Selina Cloutier 616 Portland St., Unit 33, Rochester, NH 03867				603-742-6238	smsc77@aol.com	603-953-3470

Congratulations on your decision to participate in the 2009 Maine Morgan Youth of the Year Contest.   We are excited that you will be joining us at the Deerfield Fairgrounds in Deerfield, New Hampshire.   
Senior contestants		I am sure that you are well aware that the winner of the Maine Morgan Youth Contest will qualify to compete in the Grand National Youth of the Year Finals in Oklahoma City.  If there are more than 10 senior participants, the champion and reserve will qualify to compete in the finals.  You are not required to participate in the Finals if you qualify.  The Maine Morgan Youth Contest is proud to offer a $500.00 scholarship as well as various prizes to our senior winner.  If the senior winner decides not to compete in the GN Finals, the scholarship will be passed on to the reserve winner should he/she decide to compete in the GN Finals representing the Maine Youth Contest.  Please be advised that you must have obtained your Sherman level horse-mastership badge to compete in the Grand National Youth of the Year Finals.
Junior contestants		If you are riding you will be required to complete a walk, trot, canter pattern. Please know that during the exam portion of this contest, if anyone needs someone to help them read and/or scribe their test, there will be a proctor assigned to assist you.  During the judging portion of the contest it is particularly important for you to know how to fill out the judging cards.  Please see the judging portion of this packet.   There are a sample set of notes and reasons.
Beginner contestants		Mrs. Martha Merrill will be coordinating the beginner contest this year.  Please be sure to thank her for all her help.  The Beginner division was developed for individuals 12 and under.  Participants may ride the walk trot pattern if 12 years old or younger and have not participated in walk trot canter classes or patterns.  Participants 8 years old or younger may ride the walk trot pattern on a leadline if they have not competed in walk trot or walk trot canter classes or patterns.  Please know that during the exam portion of this contest, if anyone needs someone to help them read and/or scribe their test, there will be a proctor assigned to assist you.  During the judging portion of the contest it is particularly important for you to know how to fill out the judging cards.  Please see the judging portion of this packet.   There are a sample set of notes and reasons.  They are simply a guideline, you are not expected to be able to give reasons at this level as a beginner, but it is something for which to strive. We hope to make this contest as “friendly” as possible to our beginners.
Best of luck and please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions,
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Mrs. Selina Cloutier
Contest Notes:
During registration we will be meeting in the “trainer & groom” section near the entrance of the ring @ 2:30pm on Wednesday July 1st.   Please check in with Mrs. Selina Cloutier and Mrs. Martha Merrill, pick your pattern& speech times and get your #.  Please bring a writing utensil and something to write on, ie. Clipboard or binder, and paper for notes.  Please let me know of any special circumstances, ie. Special needs, etc., at this time.
Judging
The judging competition will consist of three classes, with four volunteer entries in each.  The handler/rider will wear a number with the number 1, 2, 3 or 4.   The tentatively scheduled classes are 1) Mares in Hand 2) Geldings in Hand and 3) Pleasure Saddle.  The official judge (or two judges if available) will be determined by the contest coordinator.  The reasons will be given ringside in 2 designated areas after the completion of the last class, as soon as participants are ready, but must begin within at least 20 minutes from the end of the last class.  Priority will be given to participants with the earliest pattern times.  In this contest  Beginners may use a blank reason form while giving reasons (copy included). Beginner and juniors will give one set of reasons.  Seniors will give reasons on one in hand class and one performance class. See the included form for determination of cuts.  Seniors should be able to include cuts in their reasons giving.
There will not be an alternate time to judge these classes or give reasons.  There is a downloadable Youth judging guide at www.morganhorse.com
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A							B
A.	Sample of a Blank Judging Card
B.	Sample: Correctly marked judging card	*contestant #
*participant marked H, the horse/rider wearing the #2 penny was his/her first place horse, the horse/rider wearing the #1 penny was his/her second place horse, the horse/rider wearing the #4 penny was his/her third place horse, the horse/rider wearing the #3 penny was his/her last place horse.
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Oral Reasons Form
In this class of ___________________________________I placed it in the following order of _____________,______________,_____________,_________________.

In my top pair I placed ___________over ______________ 
because______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
I grant that __________________________________________________________________

In my middle pair I placed ___________over ______________ 
because_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
I grant that __________________________________________________________________

In my bottom pair I placed ___________over ______________ 
because______________________________________________________________
I grant that __________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

For these reasons I have placed this class __________________________________in the following order;___________,_______________,________________,_______________.




DESCRIPTION OF CUTS

1 point - Horses are extremely similar; no obvious
reason why one should be placed over the
other; or, both horses have numerous faults
and none supersedes the others; placing is
strictly a matter of personal preference;
placing varies among official judges.

2 points - Horses are very close, but one horse has
one or two qualitative or quantitative
advantages; the majority of official
judges would not switch the pair, but half
of the contestants could logically switch
the pair.

3 points - Horses are of unequal quality, but there is
a logical placing in favor of one horse;
either one horse has several faults or several
advantages; all official judges would
agree on the placing; no more than one
third of contestants would be expected
to switch the pair.

4 points - Horses are not of similar quality; one horse
has several decided advantages based on
many points; all experts would quickly see
the placing; no guesswork or personal preference
required to make placing; no more
than 10 percent of contestants would be
expected to switch the pair.

5 points - Large number of extreme differences
between the horses; placing is obvious to
everyone on first, quick observation;
careful study not required for the placing;
pair consists of an inferior horse vs.
a consistent winner; only very inexperienced,
uninformed contestants would
switch the pair.
6 points - Horse not even comparable; differences
reflective of a champion quality horse or
performance vs. a horse or performance
that is not of show quality.

7 points - Largest cut; differences reflective of a
world-class halter horse vs. an extremely
poor quality or lame horse; or a world class
performance vs. a disqualified
performance.


Patterns
**Order of go will be determined the day of the contest.  Please be ready to ride at the time you signed up for as there will not be alternate times available unless circumstances are deemed to be extenuating by the contest coordinator.  The Horsemastership phase tests your riding or driving ability. This pattern will be ridden/driven from memory.   In scoring, the Horsemastership judge evaluates the following with each part worth 50 points for a total of 250: 	             1. Obedience and correctness in the execution of the pattern  2. Transitions and smoothness of overall performance  3. Position of the rider/driver, overall appearance and use of aids  4. Showmanship and poise  5. Grooming and presentation of horse and rider/driver.   ***Important**** ANYONE RIDING OR DRIVING IN THE YOUTH OF THE YEAR PATTERNS WILL BE REQUIRED TO WEAR A SECURED ASTM Approved SAFETY HELMET REGARDLESS OF SEAT /STYLE RIDDEN OR AGE OF THE PARTICIPANT. 
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Enter at the walk to the center of the ring.  Execute a figure eight at the trot.  Continue at the trot to the end of the ring.
Halt, back four steps.  Reverse.  Canter to the other end of the ring showing a simple change of lead.
Come back down to the walk and walk to the corner.  Pick up the trot and trot a three loop serpentine.  Halt for close inspection.  Exit through the in gate at the walk.
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 Enter the ring at the walk and move to the left on the diagonal and continue to the rail.
Pick up the slow trot and continue along the rail to the in-gate.
Turn down the center line and move into an extended trot.
Come down to the walk and walk a half circle.
Halt for close inspection.  Exit the ring at the walk.
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 Enter at the walk to the right.  Complete the first loop of a three loop serpentine at the trot, the second loop at the canter and the final loop at the trot.
Continue to trot across the ring.  Come down to the walk, from a halt, pick up the canter and perform a circle at the canter.  Upon completion come down to the walk and walk to the end of the rail.  Halt.  Reverse.
Drop your irons/stirrups and perform a trot (posting for saddle seat) (sitting for hunt/western) to the end of the rail.  Halt.  Pick up your irons/stirrups.
Trot to the center of the ring and halt for close inspection.  Exit through the in-gate at the trot.
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 Enter at the walk and continue to center ring.  Pick up the slow trot and perform a figure eight.
Continue at the slow trot until the end of the rail.  Halt.  Pivot 90 degrees left.
Move into the working trot and perform a two-loop serpentine.
Move into the extended trot along the long rail.
At the end of the rail come down to the walk and walk to the center, approximately ¼ the length of the rail.  Halt, back 4 steps and return to position for close inspection.  Exit through the in-gate at the slow trot.







The Exam
Resources Or comparable resources:
AMHA website:  www.morganhorse.com		The Complete Morgan Horse, Jeanne Mellin	
Downloadable resources:					Horseowners Guide to Lameness
The Morgan Ideal						Horses,  J. Warren Evans, et al.			
Registry and Rules						The Horse, J. Warren Evans
AMHA Horsemastership Booklet	The Illustrated Veterinary Encyclopedia For Horsemen	
The AMHA Youth Judging Guide 			Feeding and Care of the Horse, Lon Lewis
The Morgan Horse Judging Standards			The Morgan Horse Magazine
USEF website: www.equestrian.org 	
Current USEF Rulebook
					
There will be two times during which you may take the examination. 
However, you may only take the examination once.  
You will be on the honor system to not discuss the contents of the exam with anyone who has not taken it.  
This allows for more flexibility for those who may be showing.
*you have up to one hour to complete the test  
*The test will be made up of fill in, multiple choice, matching, identify, and true/false questions.  
 *If you require assistance in taking the exam, a proctor will be designated to you.   

The written test checks your knowledge of the following areas:  
1. Nutrition 							7. Horse evolution & breeds 
2. Genetics, Colors & Breeding				 8. Showing & Show Procedures
3. Bones, Physiology & Endocrinology 			9. Diseases 
4. Anatomy & Teeth 						10. Parasites 
5. Morgan history & Registry Rules 				11. Horse Psychology 
6. Conformation, Gaits, Unsoundness & Way of Going 	12. Tack & Equipment 
Oral Presentations/Speech
During Registration you will have an opportunity to sign up for speech times.  Speeches tend to get behind schedule, so keep that in mind when you are signing up for a time.  Consideration will be given to anyone who needs to go first due to a class or other commitment.   When you stand before the judges you will only give your entry number, NOT your name. Applicable visual aids are encouraged. Be creative and have fun. Please have one copy of your speech typed or neatly handwritten, for the judges. 
Walk Trot speeches should two to five minutes in length. You will be asked one question during the interview phase. 
Junior speeches are three to five minutes in length. You may be asked up to two questions during the interview phase.
Senior speeches must be three to five minutes and you are encouraged to present it from memory. You may be asked up to three questions during the interview phase. 

Senior Speech Topic:  It is the Centennial Anniversary of the formation of the Morgan Horse Club.  The club was formed in 1909 at the Vermont State Fair.  There have been many horses and people who have been influential to the breed over the past one hundred years.  Pick a person or Morgan horse that has left an indelible impact on the Morgan breed over the past century.  Report on that impact and why you believe the person or horse is your pick as the centennial influence on the Morgan breed.
Junior Speech Topic :  Congratulations!  You have just been named the 2015 AMHA Youth of the Year Finals winner!  Develop an itinerary for your month long trip anywhere in the world as a Morgan Ambassador.
Beginner Speech Topic:   AMHAY Youth Contests are fun. How would you describe them to a friend in a way that would encourage them to join the fun?





2009 Maine Morgan Horse Show Youth Contest
Oral Presentation Score-sheet
Contestant#:_________ Judge’s Initials: _______
Topic Overview:
Use the reverse side for comments															SCORE
	1)General appearance: voice, poise, posture and manner of speech (50 points)

 
0 - 10 (Poor) 11- 20 (Fair) 21- 30 (Average) 31- 40 (Good) 41- 48 (Excellent) 49-50 (Superior)
	
	

	2) Presentation of subject, organization of material. Proper grammar and vocabulary (75 pts)


0 - 15 (Poor) 16- 30 (Fair) 31- 45 (Average) 45- 60 (Good) 61- 72 (Excellent) 73-75 (Superior)
	
	

	3) Subject matter including background information, originality, constructive thoughts (100 pts) 


0 - 20 (Poor) 21- 40 (Fair) 41- 65 (Average) 66- 75 (Good) 76- 90  (Excellent) 90-100 (Superior)
	
	

	4) Interview and question responses(25 points)


0 - 5(Poor)  6- 10 (Fair) 11- 15 (Average) 16- 20 (Good) 21- 24 (Excellent) 25 (Superior)
	
	

	Total score:






2009 Maine Morgan Youth Horsebowl Contest

Objective:  The objective of the Maine Morgan Horsebowl Competition is to provide an opportunity for Morgan Youth to demonstrate their knowledge of equine related subject matter in a competitive setting where attitudes of friendliness and fairness prevail.  It is hoped that this competition will be an educational and fun experience for the participants and spectators alike.

Teams:  Each team will be made up of four youth players.  There will be a $5 entry fee for each player (good for the entire horsebowl competition).  An alternate need not pay the entry fee.  If the team prepares 100 horsebowl questions (which must be referenced), the team need only pay a total of $10 for the entire team (a 50% reduced rate).

Procedure:  Each game will consist of two rounds.  

Round One:  The first round will be a one on one round with players from each team competing in head to head competition.  This round will be comprised of a total of 16 questions or 4 questions per team member.  Players may answer questions without penalty for incorrect answers.  If a player from one team answers a question incorrectly, the corresponding player from the other team will be given the opportunity to answer the question without conversation with teammates.

Round Two:  The second round will be a lightning round of 15 questions.  Any player may answer the question without penalty for an incorrect answer.  If a player from the other team gets a question incorrect the other team may converse briefly and provide an answer.

Questions:  Questions will cover Nutrition, Breeding & Genetics, Physiology & Endocrinology, History & Evolution, Showing & Procedure, Diseases & Unsoundnesses, Tack & Equipment, and Morgan History & The Morgan Breed.  The style of questions will be oral with the difficulty of answers to increase in the number of rounds.  Furthermore the questions will decrease in difficulty from player one to four, therefore it would be advantageous to place the oldest player as number one and the youngest player as number four.  If a player buzzes in before the question is read in its entirety the moderator will stop reading the question.  If the player provides the incorrect answer, the moderator will read the question in its entirety to the other player or players.

Scoring:  The team with the most points wins the game.  In the event of a tie, tie break questions will be asked to one member of each team.  The competition will be a double elimination tournament if there are less than ten teams, otherwise it will be single loss elimination.  
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2009 Maine Morgan Youth Contest Horsebowl Application

Team Name:__________________

Player 1: _____________________________

Player 2: _____________________________

Player 3: _____________________________

Player 4: _____________________________

Alternate:_____________________________
Horsebowl questions provided? __________
There will be a $5 entry fee for each player (good for the entire horsebowl competition).  An alternate need not pay the entry fee.  If the team prepares 100 horsebowl questions (which must be referenced), the team need only pay a total of $10 for the entire team (a 50% reduced rate).
Total entry fee:__________
Make checks payable to: MMHS
Send to: Mrs. Selina Cloutier 616 Portland St., Unit 33, Rochester, NH 03867				603-742-6238	smsc77@aol.com	603-953-3470
Sample Horsebowl Questions

When is the mare in anestrus? 	During the winter or shorter daylight hours. Ensminger, 186
What enters the pleural cavity when a horse has a pneumothorax?  Air. HBM
Name 3 signs of estrus in the mare. Frequent urination, flexed pelvis, winking,elevated tail, acceptance of the stallion.
What type of spavin is usually due to arthritis of the lower joints of the hock? Jack or Bone Spavin. Evans, Borton et all, 165
Explain the condition known as Exercise Induced Pulmonary Hemorrhage (EIPH).
Bleeding through the nose due to bursting of small blood vessels in the lungs, especially after physical exertion. HBM
Name 5 parts of a harness. Back strap, belly band, breast collar, breeching,
hip strap, saddle, tugs, shaft carrier, crupper, girth, neck strap, traces, thimble, check, overcheck, side check. HBM
The large pouch between the large and small  intestine which is important to cellulose digestion is called what? Cecum. Evans, Borton et all,192
A pulp cavity, in the tooth, which appears when a horse is 8 to 10 years of age is known as what? Dental star. HIH
Approximately how many days after fertilization does the ovum migrate to the uterus? 4 to 6 days. HBM
In herds, mimicking of another horse's actions is called what?
Allelomimetic behavior. Evans, Borton et all,676
Give another name for blood poisoning. Septicemia. Evans, Borton et all,595
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Maine Morgan Walk Trot Pattern 2009  

    Enter the ring at a walk.      Continue at a walk   to the  corner of the ring,      Pick up a trot on the  correct diagonal.      Execute a circle at the  mi dpoint of the rail.      Continue at a trot to the  corner of the ring.     Walk across the far end of  the ring.     Trot down the long side  showing 2 changes of  diagonal starting on the  correct diagonal.     Continue trotting to the out  gate. Stop.     Exit at a walk.    
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Maine Morgan Walk Trot Pattern 2009















Enter the ring at a walk. 







Continue at a walk to the corner of the ring, 







Pick up a trot on the correct diagonal. 







Execute a circle at the midpoint of the rail. 







Continue at a trot to the corner of the ring.







Walk across the far end of the ring.







Trot down the long side showing 2 changes of diagonal starting on the correct diagonal.







Continue trotting to the out gate. Stop.







Exit at a walk.
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      Please Circle One or More                                        

Senior Ribbons      $75.00   Junior Ribbons     $75.00   Beginner Ribbons      $75.00   Horsebowl Ribbons     $25.00   Overall Ribbons     $100.00     Sportsmanship      $50.00   Sr. Scholarship     $500.00   Youth Party       $300.00     Horsemastership Prizes   $100.00   Oral Presentation Prizes   $100.00   Judging Prizes       $100.00   Exam Prizes       $100.00     Merchandise: _________   Any amount:  _________  

We appreciate your continued support of  the Maine Morgan Youth Program.    Please join us for the youth awards     July 3 rd   at 5PM   Youth Building,   Deerfield Fairgrounds   Deerfield Fairgrounds  

Sponsor Form   Seminar    

This is your  invite to the  existing property  commercial  development and  future  development  sites seminar.  This helpful  information is for  you. Please,  don’t wait, call to  book reservations  now.   

2009   Maine Morgan Youth of the Year Contest  

Our Sponsors receive the   following:     All sponsor s  will be  recognized in the horse show  program youth page.    You are  also welcome and encouraged to  present awards.     Your gift of  $500.00   - A full page ad in the horse  show program and a banner to  be displayed during the entire  horse show     Your gift of  $200 - $300.00     - ½ page ad in show program     Your gift of $50 - $199   -   ¼ page in horse show program     Your gift of $50 and under   -   receive a business card ad  in show program       Please include any applicable  advertising information with  your  sponsor   form     Return t o Selina Cloutier, 616 Portland  St.  Unit #33, Rochester, NH 03867 by  June 15th.     Make Checks Payable to : Maine Morgan 

Name:______________________     Address:_____________________ _____________________________     Previous donation:_____________  
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